This Newsletter again highlights the range of diverse topics being investigated by Australian Geographers, and the tremendous successes of IAG Members. The IGU Regional Congress to be held in Brisbane mid 2006 will showcase much of this work, and undoubtedly the next six months will be both very busy and exciting for many Australian geographers. With a number of IGU Study Groups and Commissions also meeting around the time of the main congress, there will be ample opportunities to participate.
LOST IN SOSE Your President's Column
I vaguely remember that someone famous, possibly William Shakespeare or P.G. Wodehouse, noted that 'we are all but leaves on the stream of time'. In the next issue of our bulletin you will search in vein (sic) desperation for my column, as my presidential leaf will have sunk to the vice-presidential (exiting) substratum on the occasion of our meeting with our New Zealand and other international colleagues in Brisbane, in July 2006.
Leaves may sink, but they never seem to learn not to fall into streams. Speculative bubbles and depressions occur at regular intervals, timed by the retirements from power of those who were in the last ones. It has taken a good quarter century for the proponents of the insanity of nuclear power to be able to publicly pretend that it has something going for it. 'Glow, if you want to be cool' seems to be the current message. Socially and politically, there seem to be tendencies to sink back into the mid-nineteenth-century. Although the present day global empire does not show up satisfactorily pink, or any other colour, in our atlases, it is there, as is the cant of 'free trade'.
The Geography teachers of Australia met recently on the northern campus of my august institution. As I gave my plenary address I noted an age-class/size-class distribution that would indicate phasic regeneration in a canopy tree. While the occasional younger individual had managed to squeeze into a chance gap, most Geography teachers appeared to be early baby boomers like me, the males with thinning foliage and increasing diameters at stomach height. In contrast, the individuals in the conjoint meeting of those working in Spatial Information Systems exhibited the classic 'reverse J' curve, a shape that indicates continuous regeneration in a canopy tree. Almost all were satisfactorily foliose and not large enough to be loggable.
The age class distribution of Geography teachers is partially a function of the squeeze on public education, but largely a function of the drift to SOSE and the 'essential learnings' approach to the incarceration of children and adolescents. These leaves are both showing strong evidence of waterlogging, while leaves from the Geography tree are abcissing above the stream. In New South Wales, the basic disciplines of Geography and History have vanquished SOSE in the secondary schools. Interestingly, I learned that the resurgence of Geography in the lower secondary schools has not been reflected in increased enrolments in the subject in fifth and sixth year.
The point I have been meandering towards is that a discipline that encompasses knowledge and skills that are demonstrably useful for functioning in the contemporary world is less likely to disappear than bell-bottomed pants, and even they tend to resurge every few decades. I suspect that Geography in tertiary institutions is close to its nadir. University managers have to change something, otherwise there would be no reason for their existence, apart from a ViceChancellor available to make speeches, open things and chair committees. Over the last few decades, university managers have been very much engaged in making larger, 'more efficient' units by merging discipline areas in giant departments or schools. Apart from having something to manage, the main virtue of this activity seems to have been to have units large and heterogeneous enough to facilitate the passing of the responsibilities and difficulties of getting rid of staff to a lower level in the hierarchy. Now, the imperative to change things still exists, but the real rationale for large units does not, with academics having all the rights of a roof rat in our new industrial relations system. What could be a more logical change than to restore 'traditional' disciplines, like Geography, while cutting away the radical protuberances, like environmental studies and cultural studies, that so annoy some elements of the alumni and other potential funders?
I look forward to seeing a substantial proportion of you at the IGU Regional Meeting in Brisbane. Have a great 2006.
No member shall be informed of nomination until formally invited by Council President to accept the award.
The closing date for the next nomination period is 31 January 2006. Nominations should be sent to the Secretary.
FELLOWSHIP OF THE INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHERS
The Fellowship is awarded for distinguished service to the Institute. No more than one Fellowship is to be awarded each year.
Award Rules
Nominations will be invited in September each year through the IAG list and by email sent to each member who has registered an email address, and through a notice in the Institute's last Newsletter for the year. A full statement (of no more than 1000 words) must be made describing the nominee's suitability for the award. This statement is to be accompanied by the signatures of two proposing financial members and seconded by a further two financial members. Awards will be made by a majority of Council after receiving advice from the President.
Nominations for awards are strictly confidential and must not be made known to the nominee.
Nominations should be sent to the Secretary.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AWARD
In recognition of a distinguished contribution to geographical education or for the advancement of geographical practice in Australia. Each nominee should be required to have a continuous record of IAG membership of not less than ten years. There will be a maximum of three awards annually.
Award Rules
AUSTRALIA-INTERNATIONAL MEDAL
In recognition of either outstanding contributions by Australian (or Australiabased) geographers to the advancement of Geography world-wide or of outstanding contributions to the understanding of the geography of Australia by geographers permanently residing outside Australia. No more than one medal is to be awarded each year.
Award Rules
Nominations will be invited in September each year through the IAG list and by email sent to each member who has registered an email address, and through a notice in the Institute's last Newsletter for the year. A full statement (of no more than 1000 words) must be made describing the nominee's suitability for the award. This statement is to be accompanied by signatures of two proposing financial members and seconded by a further two financial members. Awards will be made by a majority of Council after receiving advice from the President.
Nominations should be sent to the Secretary. 
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Alarming Trend In R&D Investment Must Be Reversed
Analysis of the budget shows Commonwealth investment in R&D will drop to below 0.6% of GDP in 2005/6 -the lowest level in two decades.
The President of FASTS, Professor Snow Barlow said Australia cannot expect to maintain strong economic growth while national investment in science and R&D continues to decline as a percentage of GDP.
"Despite the modest increases in R&D in backing Australia's ability, Commonwealth investment in R&D is projected to fall to 0.597% of GDP in 2005/06 -down from 0.66% in 2003-04 and 0.62% in 2004/5. Investment in R&D as a % of GDP is an important indicator of future economic growth. It tells us a lot about how much of today's economic activity we are prepared to invest for our future and our children's future".
"It would be very courageous to assert there is no correlation between investment in R&D and long term productivity and economic growth. The ageing population and future climate change are two very good reasons to ramp up our investment in science and innovation".
"Where is economic growth going to come from apart from increased productivity grounded in new knowledge and R&D? Governments cannot simply rely on consumer spending and strong commodity prices to continue to prop up record GDP growth".
"Reversing this decline in R&Ds share of national economic activity must be a top priority for the next budget. Failure to address this urgent issue will threaten our future prosperity and result in Australia going backwards in a highly competitive global knowledge economy", concluded Professor Barlow. 
Excellence the Basis for Research Grants Professor Snow Barlow President Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies (FASTS)
A fundamental principle of national competitive research grants is applications should be based on excellence, not on the basis of which institution researchers come from.
Minister Nelson has, quite rightly, unequivocally upheld this principle on a number of occasions.
On the 2 nd of June, for example, he told a high level forum gathered to discuss the development of the Research Quality Framework (RQF) that their first task was to develop a framework "which will support funding of the highest quality research, irrespective of where that research is undertaken". This principle is essential to ensure a robust and credible research funding system, and is strongly endorsed throughout the research sector both in Australia and internationally.
It is of great concern that this principle is now under threat.
Last Friday, Minister Nelson announced that: "My Department will conduct a process, with the Australian Research Council and the National Health and Medical Research Council, to develop the way in which the outcomes of the RQF will impact on the funding distributed by the research councils."
There are fundamental and important differences between what the RQF will measure and assess, and the selection processes for the National Competitive Grants schemes administered by the ARC and NHMRC.
The RQF is intended to drive allocation of university block grants by measuring and ranking the quality and impact of research groups, as distinct from individuals. Indeed, the proposed model of the RQF is quite explicit that individual rankings will not be reported.
On the other hand, ARC and NHMRC selection processes are rigorous assessments of individuals or small teams, and the merit of the specific project for which they are applying for funds.
If the Minister insists that RQF rankings are used in ARC or NHMRC grant assessments and approvals, this is likely to create perverse outcomes. For example, it is quite conceivable that an outstanding researcher associated with a comparatively lower ranked research group or university will miss out on a grant they would have received if judged solely on merit. Conversely, it is possible that a modest performer, who happens to work in a very highly rated research group, will win grants they otherwise would not have received.
The more logical link between the two systems, is a 'bottom up' link of excellence identified from ARC and NHMRC projects /researchers informing the RQF assessment. Particularly as individual researchers will almost certainly receive greater scrutiny in ARC and NHMRC processes than the panel assessments of research groups proposed for the RQF.
Therefore the better question is not what impact the RQF will have on the ARC and NHMRC but rather, what conclusions can be drawn about the quality of research groups based on their members' success in gaining ARC and NHMRC grants?
To use the 'top down' as suggested by the Minister on Friday risks a number of perverse outcomes; lower quality research, less incentive for collaborations between and within universities and discrimination against emerging researchers and research groups.
It is unacceptable to assume a researcher is not first-rate just because they are part of a research team or institution that is not ranked highly in the RQF. There may be all sorts of personal reasons why they work there, such as family commitments, partners employment or desire for their children to have uninterrupted schooling.
The problem is not simply that of isolating emerging or high quality researchers who are not part of established research groups or universities. This development has the potential to undermine collaboration between researchers, research groups and universities.
Researchers from highly ranked research groups may well choose not to collaborate with colleagues from lower ranked groups, despite their individual merit, because to do so may risk the success of ARC or NHMRC grant applications.
It would be a serious matter if changes to ARC and NHMRC selection processes produced disincentives for collaboration.
This extension of the scope of the RQF from university block grants to national competitive grants was a surprising development and, according to media reports, had not been considered by the Expert Advisory Group developing the RQF.
FASTS believes a robust, high quality research system is best supported by a plurality of funding sources. The ARC and NHMRC are not monolithic and do not support all types of research. Nor should they. Rather, they have important roles in a diverse fabric of Australian research as do CRCs, university block grants, CSIRO and a wide variety of other funding programs. To, in effect, link and partially merge selection criteria between block grants and the research councils would undermine diversity and richness within the Australian research system.
To date, the Minister has not provided any detail on how he intends the RQF to impact on ARC and NHMRC funding processes.
The risks and possible perverse outcomes are readily apparent and it is hoped that a very careful examination of how and why an RQF could inform ARC and NHMRC processes is undertaken in close consultation with the sector before any final decisions are made. 
This article originally appeared in
Nuclear debate must focus on Waste Professor Snow Barlow President -Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies
Nuclear energy has recently entered the national political debate as an option to reduce Australia's greenhouse gas emissions.
The range of claims and counterclaims about nuclear energy and its efficacy and safety in climate change scenarios has demonstrated an urgent need for comprehensive studies of Australia's energy futures.
These studies must include a detailed analysis of the economic, environmental and social costs and benefits of all energy sources, including, for instance, the substantial costs of decommissioning nuclear reactors and safely disposing of the waste.
But what chance a sensible and well-informed debate on nuclear energy when dealing with Australia's existing nuclear waste has been so fraught?
Radioactive materials have been routinely used for the last 50 years in Australia for a wide variety of industrial, medical and research purposes.
In that period, about 3700 cubic metres (4,000 -5,000 tonnes) of low and short lived intermediate level waste and 500m3 of long-lived intermediate waste has been accumulated (there is no high level waste in Australia).
The prime responsibility for managing radioactive waste lies with the Commonwealth as about 95% of existing and future waste is generated by Commonwealth agencies, primarily ANSTO at its Lucas Heights facility but also small amounts at CSIRO and the Department of Defence.
While the amount of waste generated under State and Territory licences is small, this waste is currently stored in over 100 locations around the country in metropolitan and regional sites.
Dispersed storage of radioactive waste is not a viable long-term strategy and is potentially hazardous, inefficient and impossible to completely secure. That is why the States and Territories must demonstrate political leadership and join with the Commonwealth to ensure the proposed site is a comprehensive national facility that is state of the art in terms of environmental safety, efficiency and security.
The Commonwealth Government recently announced plans to investigate three possible sites in the Northern Territory for a national storage facility when a proposal for a South Australian site was abandoned last year after a sustained political campaign.
The science, engineering and technology of safely storing, transporting and disposing of low and intermediate level waste is well understood and can be achieved safely and efficiently if done properly.
Much of the political debate has focused on site selection for storing radioactive waste. But storage is only one part of the equation. Australia must aim for safe and efficient disposal.
Given rising concerns over security of radioactive waste and possible 'dirty bomb' scenarios, it is surprising that safe disposal has not received the focus it warrants.
The key object of safe disposal is to sufficiently dilute radioactive materials so that its radioactivity is comparable to naturally occurring background radiation. In the case of long-lived radioactive waste (materials with a half life of more than 30 years), radioactive waste needs proper shielding from the biosphere in a geologically stable site.
Australia has the relevant scientific and engineering expertise to design , build and manage disposal of such waste.
Radioactive waste that has been properly disposed of has no value whatsoever for would be terrorists. Stored intermediate level waste represents a greater security risk.
Quite apart from security concerns there is a real intergenerational equity issue at stake -it is irresponsible to leave our waste to our children.
There are about 30 radioactive materials routinely used in Australia including a wide variety of industrial applications such as smoke detectors (americium 246 ), sterilisation (cobalt 60 ) or equipment to check the integrity of welding (caesium 137 ).
Each year more than 500,000 Australians undergo diagnosis or treatment procedures using a variety of nuclear sources. Technecium 99m is used in about 80% of diagnostic procedures and iodine 131 for thyroid treatments.
Some of the radioactive materials used in Australia are produced at ANSTO's Lucas Heights reactor. Others, including cobalt and caesium are imported.
But these imported radioactive materials no longer add to Australia's long-term waste because for the past decade or so, the industry standard is suppliers of products such as cobalt, must take waste back for reprocessing or recycling after use.
Will Australia adopt a similarly responsible attitude to waste generated from our exports of uranium? If we are to seriously ramp up our participation in the nuclear industry then the option of being a full service provider must be considered including accepting the waste as part of the deal.
This article appeared in the Canberra Times, Monday 26th, September.
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR GEOGRAPHY An Overview of the National Committee for Geography Australian Academy of Science Professor Iain Hay, Flinders University
The National Committee for Geography (NCG) is one of twenty-two national committees supported by the Australian Academy of Science. The NCG is seen as one of the most active committees, and our engagement with geography teachers and State organisations is seen as exemplary.
The formal aims of the National Committee for Geography are to:
1. liaise with the International Geographical Union (IGU) through its Executive and Commissions 2.
propose and encourage activities in Australia that will enhance the status of the Geography discipline and promote cooperation between professional and regional societies 3.
encourage and support Australian geographers in all vocational areas to join IGU commissions and attend IGU Congresses 4.
inform the IGU of Australian activities and ensure our views are heard.
The current strategies to allow these aims to be achieved are to: The NCG coordinates the activities of the IGU Commissions in Australia. Many Australian geographers are members or office-holders of the 32 IGU Commissions. This provides Australian geographers with timely access to the latest developments in their chosen sub-disciplines of Geography, as well as creating opportunities for international publications and conference attendance. 
CONFERENCES
International Geographical Union 2006 Brisbane Conference
Royal Geographical Society-Institute of British Geographers Conference London 30 August -1 September 2006
Call for Papers -Justice, Nature and the City
In his 1996 work, Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, David Harvey bought together a series of debates -including those concerning environmental values, the nature of social justice, and the future of cities -which are rarely articulated within the same analytical lens. A decade later, and drawing inspiration from this approach, this session, organised by the Centre for the Study of Cities and Regions (CSCR) Durham University, will examine how concepts of justice and nature in urban places are being constructed, reworked and contested, and the extent to which common ground between concerns for social and environmental justice can be forged in the city. While concerns for social justice and the social life of cities have long been a mainstay of geographical work, issues of environmental justice and urban ecology have only recently begun to gain analytical purchase in the discipline. This session will provide an opportunity to bring together work from across these areas to examine:
Concepts of social and environmental justice The political economy of justice in the city Urban political ecology Social and environmental justice movements in the city Lived and material experiences of inequality in the city
We welcome theoretical and empirical papers which address these themes and which seek to contribute to the aim of the session for an interdisciplinary dialogue which can inform our understanding of the future of cities and regions. 
Senses of Place Conference
Hobart 6 th -8 th April 2006 This is a joint conference of the Place Research Network, the National Museum of Australia, the Mountain Festival and the Community, Place and Change Theme Area of the University of Tasmania. The theme of the conference will be an exploration of place in multiple formats and media. The conference will go far beyond the traditional concept of 'conference' as well as of 'place' to create a venue for place to be experienced as a sense, analysed as a concept, and expressed creatively. Specially invited presenters will provide their reflections on the meaning and being of place in their chosen format. They will be chosen to reflect place through different senses or lenses.
'Place' is to be regarded as a metaphor and will include conventional and broader understanding of: home, virtual, border, embodied, Indigenous places, urban and rural, significant, heritage and iconic places, islands, mountains, forests, deserts, aquatic places, and more. Equally, 'senses' and 'lenses' are also metaphors to express different ways of experiencing, expressing and seeing places Venue Most of the activities will be in the School of Art of the University of Tasmania in the art precinct of Hobart's waterfront (Sullivan's Cove), very near the CBD and close to a range of accommodation, shops, and tourist attractions.
The maximum number of total participants will be 200. There will be 180 registrations available for the conference. This will be an interdisciplinary conference aimed at reaching a diverse audience beyond the narrowly academic or institutional. Those for whom this conference is aimed include: place researchers in Australia and overseas; other people interested in 'place' from around Australia; Mountain Festival participants; and the general public Honours and postgraduate students engaged in studies of geography and education, or with a strong academic interest in geographic education, are invited to submit an expression of interest for a grant to attend the Workshop. Two grants will be available to cover workshop fees and accommodation; the grant will not cover travel to the workshop. The Workshop organizers anticipate awarding the grants to students already attending the IGC conference.
The INTL Workshop
This INTL Workshop brings together participants from around the world to compare expectations, practices and problems in respect of a series of teaching and learning issues that face geographers everywhere. These issues will be explored in the months leading up to the workshop, with group producing an outline paper, hosted on this website, which collates the variety of international experiences within the group. The papers from all of the groups will be posted by mid-April, after which the discussion will be opened more widely to users of this site. At the Brisbane Workshop, groups will meet to consider the web feedback on their outline papers, to debate their findings with other workshop participants, and to turn their work into a draft academic article for consideration by the Journal of Geography in higher Education. Eight topics are under being considered.
1. Ethics requirements and encouraging ethical behaviour amongst student and staff researchers 2. Attracting, teaching, supervising and examining postgraduate students 3. Contributing to and resolving issues in teaching interdisciplinary courses 4. Integrating e-learning with on-campus learning in geography 5. Developing effective active and inquiry based learning in geography 6. Collaborative learning with students in other higher education institutions 7. Building community engagement into the geography curriculum 8. Developing enterprise and entrepreneurship in geography This workshop offers a valuable opportunity for students interested in geography education to become engaged in and contribute to current debates. More information about the International Network for Learning and Teaching Geography in Higher Education (INLT) and its Workshop can be obtained at http://www.gees.ac.uk/events/2006/inlt/iguevent.htm. Various presentations emphasized the need to embed skills development within disciplines and programs, take collaborative approaches, and motivate students to take some responsibility for developing various academic skills. 
Expressions of Interest
Report from Language and Academic Skills in Higher Education
GRANTS AND AWARDS
Grant and Award Opportunities
IAG Honours Award
Each year the Institute of Australian Geographers offers a cash Award and a year's free membership of the Institute for a paper based on work undertaken in the 4th year Geography Honours degree, or equivalent program, at an Australian university. Manuscripts must not exceed 6,000 words (inclusive of references) and may include not more than six diagrams, maps or photographs together with necessary tables. Manuscripts should be submitted to the editors of Australian Geographical Studies, stating that the paper is to be considered for the award.
Three copies of the paper should be submitted following the style conventions of AGS (see "Notes to Contributors" in a recent issue).
The papers will be reviewed independently by at least two referees and considered for publication in the normal way. The editors will judge which paper receives the award although all papers deemed acceptable by the referees and editors will be published in AGS. The designation of high commendation, with a year's free membership of the Institute, may be given to those submissions which come close to the level of the award winner. The paper is expected to be submitted within two years of the student's Honours thesis being accepted. All papers must be single authored. Papers should be submitted to the Editors of AGS before the 1 st October closing date.
IAG Postgraduate Paper Award
Applicants for the Postgraduate Paper Award are asked to submit a paper based on work undertaken during their own research for a higher degree. The paper could be submitted during the period of enrolment but should not be submitted later than one year after the award of the degree. The paper must be single authored. Format and standards for the paper will follow that of journal articles to Australian Geographical Studies. The Editor(s) of the journal will have sole discretion as to whether the paper will be published. The Award will consist of one year IAG membership fees and a cash sum of $200.00. The Institute reserves the right not to make an award in any year.
For further details on both of the above awards contact:
The 
NEWS FROM DEPARTMENTS
University of Queensland
The School of Geography, Planning and Architecture underwent a (seven-year cycle) external review at the end of August 2005 which produced around 30 recommendations for further development which are now being finalised within the University prior to implementation.
The importance of geographical thinking in urban planning was highlighted recently through a number of Group Projects in the Bachelor of Regional and Town Planning. Second and fourth year students looked at the implementation of 'transit oriented development', or TOD. TOD is an important focus for urban consolidation policies and for achieving the regional planning framework set out for South East Queensland by the State government. TOD relates to the spatial colocation of land uses (linking public transport, land using activities and increased residential densities to major public transport facilities).
Students had to grapple with the topographical space at the locations of the TOD sites they were dealing with. They also had to reach a good understanding of what different levels of residential density actually implied, remembering that high density is not necessarily the same as high rise. In addition, there were existing developments on the sites they were studying so they had to understand what the changes they proposed might actually mean in real locations.
The two classes dealt with a number of potential TOD sites around Brisbane: Buranda, Toowong, Indooroopilly, Albion, Bowen Hills and Upper Mount Gravatt. Some used a three-dimensional computer graphics package called 'Sketch-up' to visualise their proposals. Others created physical models. All students found how important it was to be able to 'read' the physical nature of the site, the human artefacts, and the social and cultural characteristics of the suburb. They also had to be able to demonstrate the impacts that their proposals might have. It is hard to find a better way of demonstrating the close connections between physical and human geography on the one hand and urban planning on the other. 
Flinders University
The School has been pleased to have Professor Chris Paris (Ulster) and Dr Tracey Skelton (Loughborough) as Visiting Research Fellows in the second half of 2005. Shambhu Bhattarai from Nepal also joined the School to conduct research during the year. In 2006, we will also be welcoming Dr Paul Sutton (Denver) who will be based in the School for the entire year to work with academic staff on various GIS/RS projects.
Changes have been implemented in the Population Studies program offered by the School. The title has been changed from Population and Human Resources to
Applied Population Studies to better reflect the program's content and to address the emphasis being given by many countries and agencies on the application of population studies to planning, development, population sustainability (ageing, low fertility), poverty reduction, reproductive health and women's empowerment.
The School hosted its inaugural Postgraduate Research Degree Symposium in September in the University Function Centre. The Symposium was attended by many of the School's research higher degree students and members of the academic staff.
The School's first group of final year students in the Bachelor of Applied Geographical Information Systems gave presentations in February on their applied projects to an audience of lecturers, fellow students and industry representatives. George Curry (Curtin) has been promoted to Associate Professor.
Short courses in Geographical Information
Amanda Davies (UWA) has been appointed to a Post Doctoral position to work on a range of projects in the area of regional development.
Ben Radford (UWA) has been appointed to a Post Doctoral position as part of a project investigating the spatial dimensions of marine habitats.
GEOGRAPHERS ARE WORKING ON ...
Professor Iain Hay (Flinders) has accepted an invitation to join the Editorial Board of the International Journal on Research in Critical Discourse Analysis
Work has begun at RMIT University on the ARC Linkage-Grant Research Project 'Re-imagining the Australian suburb'. This is an umbrella research project which examines the social, economic and environmental consequences of current housing development and the potential in the future for this to be more sustainable. It is underpinned by funding from three separate ARC Linkage grants, which are now in their second year of funding. They are: The project has evolved to take the form of a research collaboration between seven research clusters that focus on separate but highly correlated areas of sustainable urban development. Within these clusters, researchers examine and review the current methods, thinking and practices that are being used and developed by local governments, catchment authorities, housing and land developers, builders and planners in order to create more sustainable suburbs. They also look out for gaps in knowledge across the field of sustainable urban development and propose new approaches to bridge these gaps. The project is a collaborative effort involving the work of research managers, PhD and Masters students. It works closely with industry partners such as the City of Whittlesea, VicUrban, Stockland, Metricon, Australand, Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority, to name just a few, to develop information and frameworks that will aid the integration of sustainability into industry processes and policy.
Sarah Bekessy, Ian Thomas and John Fien (RMIT) are working on a project called 'Building Capacity for a Sustainable Future'. This project has the aim of promoting sustainability principles within universities as corporate entities and in their teaching curricula, and it has a broader agenda of promoting profound organisational change on a wider scale. It is founded on a collaboration between RMIT University, state government agencies responsible for sustainability (DSE) and educational innovation (VSIC), the Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage and an industry association (the Hornery Institute). All share a common goal of developing models for institutional change for sustainability. Within RMIT, it involves personnel from SS&P, the School of Property Construction and Project Management, the School of Management and Education. Specifically, it will identify effective change management strategies for integrating sustainability as 'embedded practice' rather than 'innovation' in organisations. It builds on and extends an existing partnership between RMIT University and DSE to develop an understanding of key drivers and processes through which individual sustainability innovations in discrete courses can be embedded across an organisation, so that sustainability understandings and skills are established s core graduate outcomes at the university scale. The project has three years of funding commencing in 2006 and involves two PhD scholarships.
Ian Thomas and Ruth Lane (RMIT) are working on an 'Environmental Careers Survey '. In 2004 '. In -2005 , funding was obtained from the Commonwealth Dept of Environment and Heritage to conduct a survey of environmental careers in order to establish how well the environmental degrees currently offered by Australian universities meet the current and foreseeable needs of employers. This work has produced an online publication 'Careers in the Environment in Australia: A Guide to Environmental Jobs' which will be disseminated to schools and tertiary institutions, and interested industry and government organisations. The SISS Network's mission is to encourage a spatial perspective, and promote spatial investigations and analyses among academics, planners and policy-makers in government, and decision-makers in business, industry and commerce.
Ruth Lane and
The Network has already attracted ninety individual participants drawn from 14 social and behavioural sciences, with 18 Australian universities and the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) as institutional members. It also works closely with the Centre for Spatially Integrated Social Science (CSISS) at the University of California at Santa Barbara.
SISS Network activities include information and advisory services, summer schools for RHD students, an annual national SISS conference, an online repository of shared research resources, and publications, projects and workshops promoting spatially integrated theory, methods, tools and applications.
IAG members, indeed all practising geographers are encouraged to join the Network and participate in the promotion of innovative, cross-disciplinary, policyrelevant research in spatially integrated social science.
Visit the SISS Network @ www.siss.edu.au
POSTGRADUATE NEWS
The IAG conference in Armidale was well attended by Postgraduate students. For many postgraduate students the conference began on the Monday with the IAG postgraduate workshop and lunch. Over 20 students attended this workshop and were joined for lunch by many of the council members. At the workshop Dr Neil Argent and Associate Professor Steve Turton presented lively papers on getting published in geography and grant writing. Both presentations were very well received by the audience. In the second half of the workshop postgraduate students discussed issues related to research ethics standards and procedures and also university intellectual property rights regulations.
From the discussion on ethics regulations it became clear that there were significant differences in these regulations and procedures between different universities. This generally had to do with how university ethics committees were interpreting the national guidelines. For example, the national guidelines require data to be securely stored for a period of five years. It was found though that one student was required by their university to destroy their data after five years from its collection. This ethics ruling restricts the student's ability to conduct longitudinal studies or review that data later in their career. Another issue raised concerned restrictions being placed on data collection methods. A number of students reported that they had designed their research using what they believed were fairly standard geographical research techniques only to find that the ethics committee would not allow such methods. For example, on student wished to conduct follow-up interviews. The student intended that these follow-up interviews were only to be conducted on a voluntary basis. However, the student's research ethics committee felt that the student's proposal to send a single letter each to participants requesting a follow-up interview would be harassment. Therefore, the student was not allowed to directly contact research participants. The student was permitted to conduct follow-up interviews only if the participant contacted the researcher and asked the researcher to conduct a follow-up interview with them. I can't imagine that this student got a very high response rate! Ethics regulations are an important issue for all researchers to consider. For students who have had restrictions place on their data collection or analysis techniques I suggest you outline these clearly in your research write-up.
Following the postgraduate workshop most postgraduate students presented papers at the IAG conference. These papers were of a high standard with a number of students winning awards for outstanding papers (as voted by the IAG council). Well done to all those students who received awards. 
Membership of the Institute of Australian Geographers
To the Council of the Institute of Australian Geographers: We two members of the IAG wish to nominate for election to membership of the Institute: whose personal details and credentials for membership are provided below: 
MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT
Anyone with a university degree in Geography (or its equivalent) is qualified to join the IAG. The annual subscription is A$100 for full members, A$50 for retirees and student/concessional members (note: the financial year is the calendar year). This includes copies of all publications.
Credit card payments to the Institute of Australian Geographers Inc. may be made by Visa, Mastercard or Australian Bankcard. Please complete the requested details. Receipts are issued only on request.
PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS BY E-MAIL AS IAG DOES NOT USE APPROPRIATE ENCRYPTION.
Alternatively you can pay by cheque or money order.
Please forward your payment to:
Elaine Stratford, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania, Hobart, 7001, Tasmania, Australia. 
Back Issues of Australian Geographical Studies
The IAG holds back issues of AGS and is able to provide single issues or runs for volumes 20-34. Since volume 35 the journal has been published by Blackwells and these are available from them on a commercial basis. Members who have missed issues in volumes 35-37 because of membership problems may seek missing copies from the Treasurer.
Copies of volumes 20-34 are available at a single issue rate of $12, or whole volume rate (2 issues per volume) of $20 plus $5 handling in Australia, $10 overseas surface mail or $20 overseas air mail. Payment can be made using Visa, Mastercard, Bankcard or cheque made payable to IAG Inc.
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